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Dear Colleague,

It is a pleasure for us to welcome you to the 10th Milan Breast Cancer Conference — a
conference of innovations in patient care. Reaching the 10th year is an important milestone for a meeting
focused on innovation in care and research in the field of breast cancer. Each of the past nine
conferences has had a first class faculty and a setting which fostered creative discussions. This
conference will also include new information, consolidated knowledge and conversations on
controversial issues regarding diagnosis, treatment strategies and disease prevention. The tenth
assembly of this conference will provide a stimulating forum for the presentation of innovation and
ongoing and future research in breast cancer.

This year’s 10th Anniversary conference will focus upon four important areas of research and
treatment. The first involves tailored treatment approaches to patients with the disease. Breast cancer
is a heterogeneous disease, which presents in very different ways and in patients with a variety of
biological, social and human characteristics. Pathological and biological assessment, genetics and
molecular evaluation are integrated into therapeutic decision-making strategies and trials are now
designed to improve profiling for treatment choice. The prejudice of a “one size fits all” is being
challenged more than ever before by focusing on how diversity can be used to improve treatment
outcome. Significant progress has been achieved with the availability of targeted systemic treatments,
such as an increased number of endocrine agents, monoclonal antibodies and agents that interact
with strategically important cellular components. These approaches provide an incentive for further
developments based upon molecular medicine technology.

A second focus of the conference will be the current understanding of angiogenesis and
how it can be a target for therapeutic intervention. This will be the topic of The European Institute of
Oncology Award Lecture at the opening of this Anniversary Conference.

Opportunities to tailor surgery and radiation therapy represent a third area of continuing
interest at the conference. Refinements of multidisciplinary approaches include surgery, intra and
postoperative radiation therapy to obtain the best local disease control and to minimize the side
effects of proper treatment. Part of such programs also include preoperative systemic therapies which
permit more efficient control of local disease and obtaining important information on tumor regression
with specific therapies to improve knowledge on tailoring of treatment. Research on biomarkers which
predict treatment outcome as soon as possible has become an integrated part of the preoperative
systemic therapy program, and details about such developments will be discussed.

The fourth area of focus will be the treatment of very young women with breast cancer. For
the very young, there are specific areas of concern such as issues of career, family and child bearing.
There, unfortunately, has been a paucity of research regarding the treatment of these patients and the
discussions during these conference sessions will provide useful therapeutic approaches.

Milan, an internationally renowned center for breast cancer research, continues to house a
tradition of innovation, care and research. Reports on new surgical approaches, improved radiation
treatments and advances in medical therapies will ensure an exciting and productive 10th Anniversary
Conference.

Welcome! We hope you have an enjoyable and inspiring conference.

Umberto Veronesi and Aron Goldhirsch
Conference Co-ordinators: S. Cinieri - M. Colleoni - S. Zurrida
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PROGRAMME

WEDNESDAY 18 JUNE

17:00
17:05

17:45
19:30

Welcome

Special lecture to the memory of Judah
Folkman

Satellite Symposia
Cocktail

THURSDAY 19 JUNE

08:15

10:45
11:00

11:15

11:30

Welcome and Opening

Evolving knowledge on breast cancer
biology

Chair: A. Goldhirsch

Rapporteur: E. Montagna

The new pathological definition of breast
cancer: morphology & genes - G. Viale

Non-endocrine responsive breast cancer:
“Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde” - B. A. Gusterson

Hormone receptors: structure, type and
function in relation to therapies - M. Dowsett

Breast cancer stem cells 2008 - S. Pece

Genetic predisposition: BRCA 1, BRCA 2
and others - J. Garber

Discussion

Spotlight:

The current approach to patients with
inflammatory breast cancer.

M. Cristofanilli

Coffee Break

Angiogenesis and immunity
Chair: F. Bertolini
Rapporteur: G. Bonizzi

Treating neo-angiogenesis - R. Kerbel

Immunity, vaccines & breast cancer -
G. Curigliano

Discussion

Live Surgery with commentary
Speaker: M. Intra

12.30

15:05

15:20
15:35

15:50
16:00

16:30

16:45

17:00

17:15
17.30
17.45
18.00

Lunch

Prevention of breast cancer
Chair: B. Bonanni
Rapporteur: A. Guerrieri Gonzaga

Breast cancer chemoprevention: where do
we stand? - A. Decensi

Pros and cons of aromatase inhibitors in
breast cancer prevention - A. Howell

Novel targets for the prevention of
ER-negative breast cancer - P Brown

Metabolic syndrome and breast cancer
prevention - P. Muti

Discussion

Spotlight:
Accelerated breast radiation: a
critical review. L. Pierce

Imaging of breast cancer:
magnetic resonance & friends
Chair: E. Cassano

Rapporteur: M. Pizzamiglio

Magnetic resonance imaging: diagnosis and
screening of primary breast cancer - K.Van Zee

PET for breast cancer: the evolution - S. Fanti

US: new developments and integration with
MRI - G. Rizzatto

Discussion
Coffee Break

Progress in surgical methods
Chair: U. Veronesi
Rapporteur: J. Rodriguez

Innovative surgical options for breast cancer
treatment - G. Lebovic

Radioguided identification and surgical
excision of non palpable lesions - A. Luini

New indications for sentinel node biopsy -
P Veronesi

Lipofilling - J. Scott

Nipple sparing mastectomy - J.Y. Petit
Discussion

Satellite Symposia



FRIDAY 20 JUNE

08:15

08:30

08:45

09:45

10:00

10:15

10:30
11.00

Radiation therapy: re-designing extent
and duration

Chair: D. Wazer

Rapporteur: B. Jereczek-Fossa

Partial Breast Irradiation: gaining evidence
for proper use - D. Wazer

Intraoperative Electron beams radiotherapy
(ELIOT) - R. Orecchia

IART as a boost for accelerated breast
irradiation - G. Paganelli

Radiotherapy in postmenopausal women
after breast conserving surgery - C. Tinterri
Discussion

Spotlight:

Extending breast conservation:

oncoplastic surgery techniques and
indications. K. Clough

Adjuvant systemic therapies:

tailored therapies for improved use
Chair: R. Gelber

Rapporteur: V. Bagnardi - L. Orlando
Adjuvant therapies and expectations from
gene profiling - £ Cardoso

Tailoring adjuvant therapies for tumours with
at least some endocrine responsiveness:
tumour and host characteristics & quality of
life considerations - A. S. Coates

Chemotherapies for endocrine non
responsive disease - A. Di Leo

Coffee Break

Endocrine therapies for women with
endocrine responsive disease - N. Davidson

Is preoperative adjuvant treatment for
operable disease useful? - H. Burstein

Discussion

Spotlight:
Breast cancer cells and their growth

factors: lessons on networking. Y. Yardené

The Milan Breast Cancer Observatory:
Innovation and care in the next 12 months
Participants: F. Cardoso, K. Clough,

A. Coates, A. Di Leo, A. Goldhirsch, E. Winer
Chair: A. Coates

12:50

13:45

14:00

14:15

14:30

14:45

15:00

15:15

156:30
15:45

Lunch

Targeted treatments: facts and promises
Chair: E. Winer

Rapporteur: E. Munzone

HER?2 targeted therapy: current status -

E. Perez

Aiming at breast cancer cells: new targets
and new agents - E. Winer

Angiogenesis as target for therapy for
advanced and operable breast cancer -

F. Bertolini

Using metronomic therapies to target cancer
continuously: challenging the concept of low
dose = induction of resistance - M. Colleoni

Discussion

How to follow breast cancer survivors?
Chair: A. S. Coates

Rapporteur: R. Torrisi

Follow up with clinical, laboratory and
imaging means: the necessary, the
reasonable and the useful - S. Ciatto

Issues of life style and psychological
support for breast cancer survivors
(by age group) - H. Burstein
Discussion

Coffee Break

The very young woman with breast
cancer

Chair: A. Partridge

Rapporteur: M. Locatelli

Local control of disease - O. Gentilini

Fertility issues and treatments for breast
cancer - A. Partridge

Pregnancy and breast cancer - F. Peccatori
Discussion and closing remarks
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