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Education and PHD/Masters/Courses 

 

2012: National Scientific Qualification as Full and Associate University Professor (ASN DD 

n.222/2012)  

2008: Master’s Degree in Senology, and Master’s Degree in Medical Management, from 

Catholic University, Milan  

1989: Specialisation in surgery from University of Milan, Italy. Presenting thesis: Distribution 

of Metastatic Lymph Nodes in the Axilla of Women with Breast Cancer  

1984: Degree in Medicine and Surgery (MD) from University of Milan, Italy. 

 

Present positions  

- Since 2006, Director of Unit of Molecular Senology, Division of Senology, European 

Institute of Oncology, Milan.  

 
Previous positions 

- From 2001 to 2006 Co-director, Division of Senology, European Institute of Oncology. 

- From 1998 to 2001 Vice-director, Division of Senology, European Institute of Oncology. 

- From 1994 to 1998 Surgeon, Division of Senology, European Institute of Oncology. 

- From 1986 to 1994 Contract Physician and Surgeon, Division of Surgical Oncology B, 

National Cancer Institute, Milan  

 

 

Titles (other positions covered) 

 

- Since 2001, Member of Professor Veronesi’s Task Force on Breast Cancer 

- Since 2006, Member Society of Surgical Oncology (SSO) 

- Since 2009, Member IBCSG Scientific Committee 

- Since 2010, Member of Europa Donna Scientific Committee 

- Since 2014 Member of the Breast Onco-team of SICO (Società Italiana di Chirugia 

Oncologica) 

- Since 2014, Member of Faculty, Milan Breast Cancer Conference 

- Since 2014, Member of Board of Senology Programme, European Institute of Oncology  

- Since 2014, Member of Scientific Committee ANISC  

- Since 2015 Member of Consensus Panel of St. Gallen 2015 international breast cancer 

- Since 2015 Board Member of the Health Breast Programme – Istituto Europeo di Oncologia 

 

 

Clinical work at the European Institute of Oncology  

Breast surgeon and physician (senologist) concerned with the diagnosis of treatment of benign 

and malignant breast diseases. From January 2001 to October 2015 carried out 3,111 surgical 

operations on the breast at the European Institute of Oncology. 

 

Research at the European Institute of Oncology 

Dr Galimberti is group leader of the project: Understanding How Cancer Stem Cells Drive 

Breast Cancer 

“Understanding how cancer stem cells drive breast cancer growth and how to exploit them as 

its Achilles’ heel”, part of a Special Program in Molecular Clinical Oncology financed by the 

Italian Association for Cancer Research (AIRC)  

 

Dr Galimberti’s main area of clinical research is sentinel node biopsy in breast cancer. Her 

most recent published study analysed survival in breast cancer patients who received 

neoadjuvant treatment (upfront chemotherapy or hormone therapy) followed surgical removal 

of their cancer with sentinel node biopsy if the axilla appeared disease-free by palpation and 

ultrasound. Women whose sentinel node was disease-free on pathological examination were 

spared axillary dissection. The analysis showed that survival was not compromised in these 



women. Previously it had been thought that sentinel node biopsy was unsuitable for women 

undergoing upfront systemic treatment before surgery. 

 

Dr Galimberti initiated and co-ordinated a landmark randomized clinical trial (International 

Breast Cancer Study Group Trial 23-01) on the utility of complete axillary dissection in breast 

cancer patients with only micrometastases (tumour foci up to 2 mm in diameter) in the 

sentinel node. After five years of follow-up the study showed that axillary dissection was 

unnecessary in patients with only micrometastases so they could safely avoid this demanding 

surgical procedure. Today, performing sentinel node biopsy in breast cancer patients with only 

micrometastases in the sentinel node is consider gross overtreatment.    

 

 

Awards/Prizes 

Dr Galimberti received the award “Senologo per passione” July 2016 Lecce, Italy 

 

Publications 

Dr Galimberti is author or co-author of 201 articles on breast cancer in peer-reviewed journals.  

Attach list 

 

See: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=galimberti+v 

 

Congresses 

Dr Galimberti is a regular contributor, as invited speaker, at over 200 national and 

international congresses on breast cancer 
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