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Curriculum vitae 

 

Personal data 

Name: Prof. Dr. Christian Ulrich Blank 

Date of birth: 03.08.1972 

Place of birth: Berlin-West 

Nationality: German 

Present position:  Staff member Medical Oncology and 

 Staff Scientist Division of Immunology 

Titles: Internist 

 Medical Oncologist/Haematologist 

 MBA (DLMBA, Warwick, UK) 

 Professor (University of Regensburg, Germany) 

 Professor (Leiden University Medical Center, LUMC, Netherlands) 

Institution: The Netherlands Cancer Institute-Antoni van Leeuwenhoek Hospital  

Departments: Department of Medical Oncology, Division of Immunology 

 Plesmanlaan 121, 1066CX Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

 phone: +31-20-512-2960; fax: +31-20-512-2572 

 email: c.blank@nki.nl  

  

Education 

1978-1982 Elementary school 

1982-1991 Grammar school (Gymnasium) 

1991-1992 Military service 

1992-1994 Medical school University of Regensburg, Germany, Internship Casualty 

Department St. Luke’s Hospital, Valletta, Malta 

1994-1997 Medical school University of Munich (TUM), Germany 

1997-1998  Praktisches Jahr (Junior house officer) at Department of Cardiology, the 

Department of Radiology, both at the University Clinic Munich Rechts der 

Isar, Germany, at the A&E Department Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, UK, 

and the A&E University of Birmingham 

1998-2000 Arzt im Pratikum (AiP, internship years) at Department Haematology/ 

Oncology, University Clinic Regensburg 

1999 A&E specialization 

2001-2003 Post-Doc, University of Chicago, USA, grant by the National Academy of 

Science Leopoldina  

2001-2006 Master of Business Administration (MBA), distance learning at the University 

of Warwick, UK 

2003-2007 Specialist training internal medicine and haematology/oncology at University 

Clinic Regensburg 

2007 Facharzt/Board registration internal medicine 

2009 Facharzt/Board registration haematology/oncology 

2010 GCP registration (re-registration 12/2012, 7/2014 and 11/2015, BROK 

10/2018) 



Clinical Work 

1998-2001 Physician at the Department of Haematology and Oncology, University of  

 Regensburg (rotations to GE, rheumatology, endocrinology, hepatology) 

2003-2007 Physician at the Department of Haematology and Oncology, University of  

Regensburg (rotations also to cardiology, pulmonology, nephrology, intensive 

care, A&E, ultrasound, bone marrow diagnostics, transfusion medicine, H/O 

outpatient clinic) 

2006-2008 Emergency physician at the University Clinic of Regensburg 

since 2007 Physician at the Department of Medical Oncology, The Netherlands Cancer 

Institute, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek Hospital (NKI-AVL) 

since 2010 Privatdozent (university lecturer) at the University of Regensburg 

since 2015 Professor at the Haematology/Medical Oncology Department, University of 

Regensburg 

since 2020 Professor for Cancer Immunotherapy at the Medical Department, Leiden 

University Medical Center (LUMC) 

since 2025 Head of the Division Melanoma and Sarcoma at the European Institute 

Oncology (IEO), Milano 

 

Basic Research  

1994-1997 Doctoral thesis at the Department for Medical Microbiology, Immunology 

and Hygiene, Technical University Munich, Germany, headed by Prof. 

Hermann Wagner, awarded summa cum laude 

2001-2003 Research Fellowship (post-doc) at the Department of Medicine, Section 

Haematology/Oncology, University of Chicago, USA, lab of Prof. Thomas 

Gajewski 

2003 - 2007 Research group leader at the University of Regensburg, Department 

Haematology/Oncology,  

since 2007 Group leader, NKI-AVL, Department of Immunology, Amsterdam 

 

Additional skills 

Courses: Sports medicine (1999-2004, TU Munich) 

 Clinical statistics (2002, University of Chicago) 

 Naturopathic treatment (1999-2000, TU Munich) 

 Haematology diagnostics (2000, Lippstadt) 

 A&E specialization (1999, Garmisch Patenkirchen) 

 Medical English, (1999 TU Munich and TU Dresden) 

Languages: German (native language) 

 English (fluent) 

 Dutch (fluent) 

 Italian (B2) 

 French (basics) 

Hobbies: Snowboarding, racing bicycle, reading, travelling, cooking, open water 

swimming 



Memberships  

German Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (1993-2006) 

German Society of Internal Medicine (1999-2013) 

German Society of Immunology (2000-2007) 

German Society of Haematology/Oncology (2004-2013) 

Dutch Society of Internal Medicine (since 2008) 

Dutch Society of Oncology (since 2010) 

European Society for Medical Oncology, ESMO (since 2010) 

American Society of Oncology, ASCO (since 2010) 

 

Honours and awards 

1999 Doctor of medicine, summa cum laude 

2000 Promotionspreis Faculty of medicine TUM  

2003 Travel Award UCCRC Immunology Program  

2004 Helga-Reifert-Award for experimental cancer research 

2005 Keystone Symposia Scholarship Award  

2011 Habilitation and award of Privatdozent (university lecturer) at the University 

of Regensburg 

2015 Professor at the University of Regensburg, Department Hematology and 

Medical Oncology 

2020 Professor for Cancer Immunotherapy at the Medical Department, Leiden 

University Medical Center (LUMC) 

 

Teaching & lecturing 

2007-present  Lecturer, physician courses, NKI-AVL, Amsterdam 

2011-present Lecturer, haematology/oncology courses, Medical School, University of 

Regensburg  

2013-present Lecturer, tumour immunology course, Free university (VU), Amsterdam 

2015-present Lecturer, ESMO Academy Oxford, and ESMO Preceptorship Courses 

 

Clinical Trials Experience 

Principal investigator (PI) MARIANE trial (NCT06240143), international multi-centre 

investigator-initiated phase 1b study  

PI NADINA trial (NCT04949113), international multi-centre investigator-initiated phase III study  

PI DONIMI trial (NCT04133948), international multi-centre investigator-initiated phase Ib study  

PI OpACIN-neo and PRADO extension trial (NCT02977052), international multi-centre 

investigator-initiated phase II study  

PI IMPemBra (NCT02625337), investigator-initiated phase II study 

Co-PI, COWBOY trial (NCT02968303), investigator-initiated multi-centre phase III trial  

Co-PI, TONIC trial (NCT02499367), investigator-initiated phase II trial 

PI, M16CNI, phase III pharma study 

PI, OpACIN trial (NCT02437279), investigator-initiated phase Ib study  

Sub-investigator (Sub-I), REPOSIT trial (NCT02414750), investigator initiated phase II study 

PI, M14GO, phase Ib/II pharma study  

Sub-I M14TIL (NCT02278887), phase III investigator initiated study 



PI M14LOG, phase II pharma study 

PI M13MKI, phase III pharma study 

PI M13MME, phase III pharma study 

PI M13MKM, phase II pharma study 

Sub-I M13NIM, phase III pharma study 

Sub-I M13DTA, phase III pharma study 

Sub-I M12BIC, phase III pharma study 

PI SECIRA-UM (NTR3488), phase Ib/II investigator-initiated study  

PI M11BRI, phase IV pharma study 

PI M11MME, phase II pharma study 

PI M10BRA, phase III pharma study 

Sub-I M09BRIM, phase III pharma study 

PI M09RCC, phase IV pharma study 

Sub-IM09PSR, phase III pharma study 

Sub-IM07ILS, phase II pharma study 

Sub-I MDX010, NKI-AVL, phase III pharma study  

Sub-I MDX010, University of Regensburg, phase III pharma study 

 

 

Awarded grants & funded investigator-initiated trials 

2001-2003 National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina: Post-doc grant (60.000 €) 

2003-2004 ReForm-A (Regensburg start-up funding): Negative co-stimulation of T cell 

activation via PD-1/PD-L1/L2 interaction (40.000 €) 

2004-2007 German Cancer Foundation (DKH): The role of PD-L1 for the negative 

regulation of tumour specific human CD8+ T cells (100.000 €) 

2004-2007 German Research Society (DFG): Molecular characterization of homeostatic 

proliferating CD8+ T cells (100.000 €) 

2005-2007 Wilhelm Sander Foundation: Immunemodulatory function of PD-L1. 

Blockade of PD-1 as possible clinical treatment option (85.000 €) 

2007-2012 Dutch Cancer Society: Blockade of PD-1/PD-L1 interaction to improve T 

cell mediated immunotherapy of cancer (725.000 €) 

2010-2011 Start-up funding NKI-AVL: Preclinical testing of TIL from RCC patients 

(100.000 €) 

2011-2013 MedImmune grant: Evaluation of combined T cell checkpoint blockade in an 

induced melanoma model (310.000 €) 

2012-2017 Bristol-Myers Squibb: Phase Ib/II study exploring safety and efficacy of the 

combination of ipilimumab with radiofrequency ablation (RFA) in patients 

with unresectable uveal melanoma liver metastasis (SECIRA-UM), CA184-

180/N11RFA (470.00 €) 

2011-2013 Melanoma Research alliance: Development of immuno- and molecular 

combination therapy for human melanoma (225.000 $) 

2013-2015 Novartis Research Grant:  Triple and quadruple targeted therapy in a mouse 

model of human BRAFV600mut melanoma (60.000 €) 



2014-2018 International Immune Oncology Network (II-ON) Bristol-Myers Squibb: 

Feasibility Study to Identify the Optimal Adjuvant Combination Scheme of 

Ipilimumab and Nivolumab (OpACIN) in resectable stage III melanoma 

patients, CA209-278/N14OPC (680.000 €) 

2015-2018 Merck (MSD): Phase 2 Study Comparing Pembrolizumab with 

Intermittent/Short-term Dual MAPK Pathway Inhibition Plus 

Pembrolizumab in patients harboring the BRAFV600 mutation (IMPemBra), 

N15IMP (850.000 €) 

2016-2020 Bristol-Myers Squibb: Multicenter Phase 2 Study to Identify the Optimal neo-

Adjuvant Combination Scheme of Ipilimumab and Nivolumab (OpACIN-

neo), CA209-701/M16OPN (1.380.000 € excl. TR budget) 

2017 II-ON: TCR sequencing analyses within the OpACIN trial (60.000 €) 

2017-2018 II-ON: Improve the understanding of systemic melanoma-mediated immune 

suppression by deep serum profiling (660.000 €) 

2017-2018 II-ON: Systematic analysis of Cutaneous and Uveal Melanoma (405.000 €) 

2018-2021 Bristol-Myers Squibb: Expansion cohort OpACIN-neo: Personalized 

Response-driven neo-adjuvant combination of Ipilimumab and Nivolumab in 

macroscopic stage IIIB/C melanoma - PRADO (1.176.000 € excl. TR budget) 

2019-2023 Melanoma Research Alliance (MRA) team science award: Overcoming 

upfront resistance to neoadjuvant combined CTLA-4 plus PD-1 blockade 

(754.680 €) 

2020-2022 II-ON: Characterization of stage III melanoma non-responders upon 

neoadjuvant IPI1 NIVO3 by TMB, RNA-signature analyses and single cell 

surface markers (552.800 €) 

2020-2023 4SC: Multicenter Phase 1b Trial testing the Neoadjuvant Combination of 

Domatinostat, Nivolumab and Ipilimumab in IFN-gamma signature-low and 

IFN-gamma signature-high RECIST 1.1-measurable Stage III Cutaneous or 

Unknown Primary Melanoma – DONIMI (2,108,699 €) 

2021-2023 Building a historic patient cohort of patients treated with dabrafenib + 

trametinib as control group for future patient management based on reported 

adverse events and QoL reporting during targeted therapy (71,599€)  

2021-2028 Bristol Meyers Squibb International – ‘Multicenter phase 3 trial comparing 

NeoADjuvant Ipilimumab + Nivolumab versus standard Adjuvant nivolumab 

in macroscopic stage III melanoma – NADINA’ (10,527,708€) 

2025-2028 Dutch Cancer Foundation (KWF) - Novel immune inhibitory mechanisms in 

melanoma predict efficacy to (neo)-adjuvant immunotherapy (839,482€, 

shared with Prof Yvette van Kooyk, Amsterdam UMC) 

 



Publications 

 
1. Blank C, Luz A, Bendigs S, Erdmann A, Wagner H, Heeg K. Superantigen and endotoxin 

synergize in the induction of lethal shock. Eur J Immunol. 1997 Apr;27(4):825-33. 

 

2. Lipford GB, Bauer M, Blank C, Reiter R, Wagner H, Heeg K. CpG-containing synthetic 

oligonucleotides promote B and cytotoxic T cell responses to protein antigen: a new class 

of vaccine adjuvants. Eur J Immunol. 1997 Sep;27(9):2340-4. 

 

3. Blank C, Wagner HM, Hohenleutner U, Andreesen R. Rash and Leukaemia - NEH: 

paraneoplastic or drug-induced? J Clin Oncol. 2000 Oct 1;18(19):3437-9. 

 

4. Hwang KW, Sweatt WB, Brown IE, Blank C, Gajewski TF, Bluestone JA, Alegre ML. 

Targeted Ligation of CTLA-4 In Vivo by Membrane-Bound Anti-CTLA-4 Antibody 

Prevents Rejection of Allogeneic Cells. J Immunol. 2002 Jul 15;169(2):633-7.  

 

5. Blank C, Brown I, Marks, R, Nishimura H, Honjo T, Gajewski TF. Absense of programmed 

death receptor 1 alters thymic development and enhances generation of CD4/CD8 double-

negative TCR-transgenic T cells. J Immunol. 2003 Nov 1;171(9):4574-81. 

 

6. Blank C, Brown I, Peterson AC, Spiotto M, Iwai Y, Honjo T, Gajewski TF. PD-L1/B7H-1 

Inhibits the Effector Phase of Tumor Rejection by T Cell Receptor (TCR) Transgenic 

CD8+ T Cells. Cancer Res. 2004 Feb 1;64(3):1140-5. 

 

7. Zha Yy, Blank C, Gajewski TF. Negative regulation of T cell function by PD-1. Crit Rev 

Immunol. 2004;24(4):229-37. 

 

8. Blank C, Gajewski TF, Mackensen A. Interaction of PD-L1 on Tumor cells with PD-1 on 

Tumor-specific T cells as a Mechanism of Immune Evasion – Implications for Tumor 

Immunotherapy. Cancer Immunol Immunother. 2005 Apr;54(4):307-14. 

 

9. Blank C, Brown I, Kacha AK, Markiewicz MA, Gajewski TF. ICAM-1 contributes to but is 

not absolutely required for CD8+ T cell-mediated tumor rejection in vivo. J Immunol. 2005 

Mar 15;174(6):3416-20. 

 

10. Blank C, Mackensen, A. Wie Tumorzellen dem Immunsystem entkommen – PD-1/PD-L1 

Interaktion als neuer Mechanismus bei der Tumorresistenz. Journal Onkologie 2006 Jan 18; (5): 

36-38 

 

11. Blank C, Kuball J, Voelkl S, Wiendl H, Becker B, Walter B, Majdic O, Gajewski TF, 

Theobald M, Andreesen R, Mackensen A. Blockade of PD-L1 (B7-H1) augments human 

tumor-specific T cell responses in vitro. Int J Cancer. 2006 Jul 15;119(2):317-27. 

 

12. Brown IE, Blank C, Kline J, Kacha AK, Gajewski TF. Homeostatic Proliferation as in 

isolated variable reverses CD8+ T cell anergy and promotes tumor rejection in vivo. J 



Immunol. 2006 Oct 1;177(7):4521-9. 

 

13. Mühlbauer M, Fleck M, Schütz C, Weiss T, Froh M, Blank C, Schölmerich J, Hellerbrand C. 

PD-L1 is induced in hepatocytes by viral infection and by interferon-α and -γ and mediates 

T cell apoptosis. J Hepatol. 2006 Oct;45(4):520-8. 

 

14. Gajewski TF, Meng Y, Blank C, Brown I, Kacha A, Kline J, Harlin H. Immune resistance 

orchestrated by the tumor environment. Immunol Rev. 2006 Oct;213:131-45. 

 

15. Blank C, Mackensen A. Contribution of the PD-L1/PD-1 Pathway to T-Cell Exhaustion: 

Implications for Chronic Infections and Tumor Evasion. Cancer Immunol Immunother. 2007 

May;56(5):739-45 

 

16. Hart C, Blank C, Krause SW, Andreesen R, and Hennermann B. Ifosfamide, epirubicin, and 

etoposide (IEV) mobilize peripheral blood stem cells more efficiently than 

cyclophosphamide/etoposide. 

Ann Hematol. 2007 Aug;86(8):575-81 

 

17. Brem-Exner BG, Sattler C, Hutchinson JA, Koehl GE, Kronenberg K, Farkas S, Inoue S, 

Blank C, Knechtle SJ, Schlitt HJ, Fändrich F, Geissler EK. Macrophages driven to a novel 

state of activation have anti-inflammatory properties in mice. J Immunol. 2008 Jan 

1;180(1):335-49. 

 

18. Kline J, Brown IE, Zha YY, Blank C, Strickler J, Wouters H, Zhang L, Gajewski TF. 

Homeostatic proliferation plus regulatory T-cell depletion promotes potent rejection of 

B16 melanoma. Clin Cancer Res. 2008 May 15;14(10):3156-67. 

 
19. Hadrup SR, Bakker AH, Shu CJ, Andersen RS, van Veluw J, Hombrink P, Castermans E, Thor 

Straten P, Blank C, Haanen JB, Heemskerk MH, Schumacher TN. Parallel detection of 

antigen-specific T-cell responses by multidimensional encoding of MHC multimers. Nat 

Methods. 2009 Jul;6(7):520-6.  

 
20. Bex A, van der Veldt AA, Blank C, van den Eertwegh AJ, Boven E, Horenblas S, Haanen J. 

Neoadjuvant sunitinib for surgically complex advanced renal cell cancer of doubtful 

resectability: initial experience with downsizing to reconsider cytoreductive surgery. World J 

Urol. 2009 Aug;27(4):533-9. 

 

21. Schuster K, Gadiot J, Andreesen R, Mackensen A, Gajewski TF, Blank C. Homeostatic 

proliferation of naïve CD8+ T cells depends on CD62L/L-selectin-mediated homing to 

peripheral LN. Eur J Immunol. 2009 Nov;39(11):2981-90. 

 

22. Strizzi L, Postovit LM, Margaryan NV, Lipavsky A, Gadiot J, Blank C, Seftor RE, Seftor EA, 

Hendrix MJ. Nodal as a biomarker for melanoma progression and a new therapeutic target 

for clinical intervention. Expert Rev Dermatol. 2009;4(1):67-78. 
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23. Bex A, Van der Veldt AA, Blank C, Meijerink MR, Boven E, Haanen JB. Progression of a 

caval vein thrombus in two patients with primary renal cell carcinoma on pretreatment with 

sunitinib.  Acta Oncol. 2010 May;49(4):520-3. 

 

24. Borkner L, Kaiser A, van de Kasteele W, Andreesen R, Mackensen A, Haanen JB, Schumacher 

TN, Blank C. RNA interference targeting programmed death receptor-1 improves immune 

functions of tumor-specific T cells. Cancer Immunol Immunother. 2010 Aug;59(8):1173-83. 

 

25. Powles T, Kayani I, Blank C, Chowdhury S, Horenblas S, Peters J, Shamash J, Sarwar N, 

Boletti K, Sadev A, O'Brien T, Berney D, Beltran L, Haanen J, Bex A. The safety and 

efficacy of sunitinib before planned nephrectomy in metastatic clear cell renal cancer. Ann 

Oncol. 2011 May;22(5):1041-7. 

 

26. Gadiot J, Hooijkaas AI, Kaiser AD, van Tinteren H, van Boven H, Blank C. Overall survival 

and PD-L1 expression in metastasized malignant Melanoma. Cancer. 2011 May 

15;117(10):2192-201. 

 

27. Bex A, Larkin J, Blank C. Non-clear cell renal cell carcinoma: how new biological insight may 

lead to new therapeutic modalities. Curr Oncol Rep. 2011 Jun;13(3):240-8.  
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presurgical sunitinib in patients with metastatic clear-cell renal carcinoma and the primary 
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30. Blank CU, Hooijkaas AI, Haanen JBAG, and Schumacher TNM. Combination of targeted 

therapy and immunotherapy in melanoma. Cancer Immunol Immunother. 2011 Oct;60(10):1359-
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Beijnen JH. Determination of sunitinib and its active metabolite N-desethylsunitinib in 
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induced sarcoidosis in a patient with metastatic melanoma undergoing complete remission. 
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